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FORTHCOMING RUNS

Bournerouth
& Pooles

Cumbrias
Bristols

South Hasts

Southerns

Derbyshire
& 8. Yorks:

TRF_CODZ OF CUNDUCT or TRATIL @ODE.

Monthly ‘Runs in our area. S.iPE please to
Carl Nicolls, 30 Southuy Road,
Somerford Christchurch, Dorset.

Jan. 13th 10 am at Appleby railway station.
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Jan, 13th 10 am in the car park at rear of
White Hart Hotel, Tetbury.

Monthly
fhone Alan Jackson after monthly

meetings on 01-660 5648 (home) or

01-357 2487 (work).

1st Sunday of every month - Beginners Run. .
9.50 am at Carrafors or 10 am at
Lunways. Tel. Henry Wilson on
Chandlers “Ofﬂ 60838

T 1

5 " IR contact Ian Dunsire,
Tels Barnsley 742475,
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LHere is 2 full version

of the code agreed on at the A.G.M. in October:

°

.
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. Use only vehicular rights of way.

Keep to defined tracks across farmland.
Give way to horses and walkers.

Fasten all gates.

Travel at a safe speed.

. Ride quietly,

. Honour the Country Code.

The 25 mph speed limit on green lancs is mentponed in the
note which accompanied No. 5 above: "Ride at a reasonable
speed, taking due regard to conditions and visibility end

not more than

the voluntary maximum of 25 m.p.h."
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Runs in Kent, Surrey or Bast Sussex.

INDOOR WESTINGS
Angzlis

OIS

Cheshires

Derbyshire
& S. Yorkss

Devon &
Cornwalls

Hast Midlands:
Hast Yorkshires

S
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Tancashipve s

North kidlands:

West Anglias

Solth " Easts

Southerns

South Midlandss

Thames Valleys

West iidlandss
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18t Thurs. ~ Robin Hood, Buxton Rd., High

; Lene, Hezel Grove, Stockport.

Lane, Shefficld.

EveryFri. =l Pigié Whistile, (Little Hemp=
J S 9
stone, nr.. Totnes. :

- Flying Horse, Kegworth, on 46.

= Kellingley Social Centre,

Every Tues. - Werley Sports Centre, Warley
Gap, near Brentwood.
2 g, "~‘7'v ‘ ! ‘F.‘lr\.,'] - ‘r‘ :»\v}:_;“lj r/} cadib ol iy

Srd Tues. - Jervis hrms, OUnecote, leek.

3rd Thurs. - Scott Bader Clubhouse,
Woolaston. (near church).

2nd Tucs. - White Swan, Crayford, Kent.

3rd Tues. - Grosvenor Hotel, High Strect,

Stockbridge.
1st Thurs. - Lions Den, Hockliffe, on &5,
Lasn Wad . i /}ce/[mT1 +iHgasoblks Dotall,

1st/3rd Wed. - Station Hotel, Stskesley,
ﬁhmilc south. on the ¥irby road.

5rd Mon. - District Arms,
Ashfomrd, Middz,

1at/3rd Wed. - King George V liemorial Had Iy
Hockley Heath, Solihull.
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BOURNEIIOUTH & POOLE: Rep - Carl Nicolls, 30 Southuy Ros ¥
pousriord CurlgtCQurbh, DOTth
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Report sent in by retiring xep. Stephen Russell.

v

After two yeox i

blood: take over = in other words, abt Jast a member has

volunteered. Welcome to the TR, Carl Nicolls. I hope you

have many enjoyable green lanc rung on your new red SP

I w1l asstet Carl Th his" new POST.,

Club nights - seem to have dramatically improved from an

attendance of onc to & stegrering seven.  The monthly club

night should prove to be more populars it's not really much

to ask - one night a month.

Weekend outings. If ouy Group is planning s Sa@/Sun FUYL T

the brecon Bescong area, could i

Carl. We would like %o have an annual weekend riding

the " Bodeonis” 10 May. "S1F "any wember cen assist te with

routes, pleats ‘contact Cark;

And now to the Bournémouth & Poole Rider of the Year Trophyt

It may come &as a surprige to sone that

a Rider of the Year award, given on the
1 local Group runs and sway Group runs £

1u11J paid up members are feligible. 4nd so here’is' the

toughest, hardiest, most endurable, resilient, watsrproof,

dustproof and two—:uroku proof rider of the past 12 months

in our Group - Ralph Phillips of 9 Wallis Rd., Wallicdown,

who I calculats has ridden 450- m]lga of green lanes in a

year. Congratulations Ralphs lct's see who can ride away

with the trophy next year.

411 the best for Christmas and a good

(9!

as Group Bec. "1 'have gtood dowd to let new

in

atfc Hew Year to all,
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WEST MIDLARDSe  Report from F. J. Humphrics, 42 Po
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On November 4th a group met at Highworth and rade.the Ridge-
way area; on November 11th some lane clearing was done. .On
November 18th we visited the Cotswolds,. and on 24/25th‘we
had ‘a weekend in Rhayader. Quite a busy month. .

On November 13th Harry Ball and Jim Humphrze attended t&“
Enquiry at Rhayader. This was the first day. of ‘an unqu b
which will lagt wesks. The ACU ond Welgh Trailriders wers
represented by Mr. Clecve from Usk. Cyclihg, rambling, pony
trekking and conscrvationist organisations, local farmers
and landowners are asking for all RUPPs in that area to be
down- -graded to either bridleways or footpaths.  Qur +4wo
menbers spoke on bbnall of the TR¥F,.but the 'oppositicn’

wes represéented by a QC who was & Lufd, ané: their first
witness was a Ll;utgﬁwht Colonel (Rtd.) - you will

.appreciate. the type of opposition we arc up egainst. Tt

is a great pity that the TRE was not represented officially
because should these RUSPe bz lost to us, we shall ‘have
lost some of ths finest 0ld roads in. the co BT Ve
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NORTH MIDLANDS ' (New Group)

At a meeting on the 6th Novembef, 1979, at the Jervie Arms,
Onecote,; Leek, Staffs., 20 people atternded and formed the
North Midlands Group-of the TRF, The following were
electeds . #;

Represenﬁative/Chairmanz 4. F, Davenport, Moortop, Onecote,
Leek .0 Tals Onecote 327.

M. Rowlcy, 8 Delves Ploce, West-
lands, Newcastlo-under-Lyme, Staffs

Telle” "G7H 64776,

B. Smith, Ballsfields Farm, Apes-
ford, Bradnop, leck, Staffs.

Tcls Leck 383%479.

Indoer ncetings at the Jorvis Arms, Onscote,k a8, 95 plm!
ery third Tuesday in the month.

Rights of Way Officer:

Secretary/Treasurer:

G e o * % P o el ¥
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JOTTINGS FROM OUR TREASURER

As Treasurcr of the TRF I seldon bore our me mbership with
The ‘dnveigdes of High fivenge. S.04 price of our shares on
the opern market, cte., but I feel our avic rcaders ought to
know why subs (rlﬂtlons will héve to.rise 1o, £5, per year,

As an organisotion we will definitely be asked to prove our
claims for byways at cnquiries, as has buen so persistently
hanmercd over by Brian Thompson. In order to do this we
need either members willing to attend !'frse gratis' who have
an understanding of the procedures or, as is more llkcly,
solicitors will have to present cur case. Their services

do not ecme cheap - £25. per hour is not a excegsive rate
(they think). Therefore it means that when the sotion
starts, there will be only o few frontline troops to do'the

4

burden of the work. - 85 .if the TRF's aime rnean anything at
all there should be a willingncss by its merbers to increase
their contribution toverds saving the TRF.

Now for something completely differcnt:

As onec who leads organised runs, I am be coming increasingly
disillusioned by many riders' attitudes to widing.s [Mae 4
main one is noise, which is often created. by Standard bikes,
ny PE being a claseic example despite effurts to make i%.
acceptable. Those who deliverately fit or modifly eyhauotu
which are then censidered. too noiey wilklines ride-with'f

or others of wy Group., On a recent run a non=nember turped
up with an cpen exhaust because the spark arrcstcr had
fallen out.

Another thing is the habit of riders turning up without
giving prior notice to the run organiscrs, which results
in large numbers in onc party with problems of breakdowns
ete i, affegting 211 of those .riding.

9

My final grouse is the mechanical standard of scme bikess
Trsrah ot eoe A Mopinty st Gre e trail ride for ever
without having a puncturec, brpaklnb & chain, losing a nub
or bolt, bresking a lever, getting water in the works, ete.
Sone bikes end riders nust have great difficulty in guaran-
tecing getting to the end of the High Strect, never mind a
rough trail, and it is not fair on the run leaders %o
expect them to carry all the esquiprient 4ND soncrally deo

the repairs. i

6
Having said all this, it is not a new Howard Wadsworth
talking, just the old wne getting a bit browned off with
being taken for.grantedy in future I shall live up to ry
pseudonyn ~ WILLIE =CKERSLIKR.
y cef P8 Howard Wadsworth.
EE T S S S S e
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It s nearly renewal ~tirte again 2 plresse help me hclp cthers
by renewing promptlys it is up,.tg 6 days delay to sort fronm
Reading alone. Renewing promptly helps e to issue an up-
dated nmenbershtip list at the next Beecutive Cenmittec
Mecting in January.

The TRF was nationally ve ery strong Jn young new lembers in
1978/79 and very wesk on established gnes - that all-
igportant inage of mature, cducated riders will be difficult
to projeet I our majority are under 2] with 'L plates.. ;1
wholcheartedly welcome young new nembers - it is a pity we
cantiot ‘Mget at then' beforxe the 'L' plate stage. .Pernaps

we ought to concentrate on this aspect during 1980, gctting
involved more in the many Talk-Ins thet are held locally.

The renewal fornm is a little different this year and, if
filled out in full, will make ny formidable task a lot
easier. Remenmber subs are now £5.00. Fighting Fund
donations can be included in the gane chuquc/Po made payable
to TRF; the ineclusion of a staiip would help sharc the cost
and be:nuch appreciated. Any NEW menmbers wishing to use

the form dn-this Bulletin plense indicate clearly YN
Menberls . If you arc already a'menberybut uvsing one of
the 0ld applicaticn,forms (J. Higein's address) please
indicate 'Rencwal'i’ ‘Thanks,

ow

Lost Call: Has Nr. L. Williams of Luton vanished? iould

he “or anyone who knows hin please get in touch with ne.

Repeated enquiries have produced nowt.

Membershiyt renewal Tore ison Page 17 =f thigissuc.

Colin Patient, 14 Ryecxof

RG5 3BP. Tel: Heading 6967
X
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NATIONAL PARKS '

The following arce extracts from a a letter sent by our National
Parks Officer, Trevor | Wade, to the Council for Nntional Parks,
the Netional Parks Policies Review Cormittee, Pentnr s
Envirmnment House of Cormwvns Bnvir: mriental Suu*C/L‘lttpu

on National Parks and the Ca suntryside; the Countryside
Commissioun, Byways and Bridleways Trust and the Pregs,

o b(llQV‘ that the Notional Parks were designated by Act +
of Perlisnent for the enjoyment and usc ' sf the public,

including minority Eroupse, O, OF note Rt ons o S NetTan®y
Cormittee of souie 30 participants, the RA, who could only *

really L aid to be representative of a small proportion
O 157 1k rey, have 5 representatives whilet horseriders,

€
mvturcyhl sts and turﬂnrw vrganigations ara corpletely
v1th At roprese ntz n.... L tnderstand that the National
Parks Corrdttee in La"k Sk advised G County Council in

roognt Bywey CluiviE et Y green lanes are unsuitable for
notorecycles.... therefire are we to suppuse that grecn lanes
will also bs classcd os unsult(hlb fur horseriders in the
neariBuaiaie A e roeds of antiquity which hawve bea
ot i oh te AL W¢y f LUVlub and part of our herits wge can
be wiped vut and depst t/ all within'a few decades through
lack of permitted use foreced vnug by poverful pressure
groups,.s. snall, well silunced notorcycles do 1ittle
danage to lane SUTfuCcu and- environs. +&11 ‘thaties' asked 1
hat we wet wha W pay on Rouad Tax, rates and national
levies for in our denocracy, 4 fair hearing and represen-

tation, te.balance.the prescnt systen which T ap sure 45 an

unbiased observer would stand -~ut as grosgly unfair and I

ar. sure unconstitutional .t ?

Trevor Wade, National Parks Officer (TRF), Dockland

Settlement, City Road, Bristol BS2 8UH. _ 1
e e e e e T '

BRILN THOMFSON'S RoW BIT

Code of Conduct: Deoplte the total opposition to any Code

of Comnduct at the Sept. BMF seminar, the TRF 4GK on Oct,

14th approvec and agreed the same code, with a huge majority.
Briefly this is:

1. 4dopt a voluntary 25 mph speed limit on green lanes.

Suffolk are preparing

-

2+ Keep to the Country Code,
wusers and
The ACU/BLF,

Government Dills

respecting all other lane
stopping for horses. (ubk Page; 1 - Ed. ) ¥
WIRA and RUPPs clubs have also accepted

Asl Ty wirdhe Nov. 20th the

thig report on

Wildlife and Countrysice : _l is going through unaltéred.
Several members have already made valuabLe con wrt with
tneir IPs, notably Tony Davenport (S taffs) and “Brian rfee; il

(Wilts). One ME refuses point-blank - to do I
in favour,of ban .onigreen lan One Goverrment
said uncyAwele reluctant to-alter the 'bill in our
because. they would face ‘lELxI Op)O”‘tLOI I
othor words D of cafrdid of

WA

thoe RHi “pressuse

1rom

the

and. apparently ds-prepared to ‘sacrifice the Trights
riders to avoid disegre eedng With the RAG On Nov. 2nc

Byways and bridleways Trust had
Diof E'Fermanent Under Secretary
Government to make last minute
consider i%.

a. tvo hour meeding ith
in an effort. do get the

changes.  He said they would

The B & BT continues to zrow slowly, partly

gy bccause th@ trail
riders

mainly iur) have subscribed to it. Nevertho
the, Trust refuscs to alter its aime in favour of'anJ one

particular user group. It will continue to fight Fex ALL -
green lané usems. + tratl ridergythorse 'viddrs and cyclists.
4 monthly journal is issucd

with the accent on informing and
increasing knowledse. Somd members have accused the Sournal
© ] L/

ofi, being Hoo intellectual, but we regarc this as o compli-
ment, kembership costs £5. {(Jan, - Dee c.) I reprcsent all
our interests on a 4-person Exccutive Committee. - 1f you
wish to- JOln, send £5. to B & BT, 9 Queen Annes Gate,
London, S,W.1.

Surrey Stane Streects The County Council wants o
orier on this well: loved graen lane, which is a RUr¥.and a
Fublic- Carriase Road. 'Local TRF Gro pb are making a good
fight of the proposals and I have add our strongest
objectionsQ

rofide

a Special Review with a relovont date
of 18t Oct. 1979. Clubs have been b sy surveying and
preparing byway claims. Dave Andre ews, 123 Burrow Load,

_Cbl?WeLl Essex, is the TRF man to contact.
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Moor Bottom ILane near Halifax: Thanks to f
from the ACU/ZMF (£50.) and the RUPS Club (
i
R,

inancial support
£25 e Shendle s

on 121, re-opened
€ years since it

BT have, by taking legal artion under Sect
this ancient lane for the first time in fi
was wilfully cbstructed. - Total cost will
of 3200,

North Wzless The news from this fair land is not good and
with Gwynedd downgrading about 600 RUPPs and Clvwyd about to
downgrade 250 RUYPs, North Wales should.be declared a
disaster area. Help is urgently needed to save Jjust a fow
of the best. Contact Jeff 4llen, 22 Beech Court, Allerton
Road, Liverpool 18. At Public Enquiries into byway claims
by the WIRA the main complaint from farmers and landowners
is that 'of riders off the track on vague moorland ways.
Waymarking is.the only answer, on a DIY basig.

be: in-the region

Somersets County Hall may cancel their 1978 Special Review
when they 'converted all 350 RUPPs into an exclusive network
for horses and walkers.' Good news! lain reason is that
County Hall has reduccd RoW Dept. staff and can no longer
carry out a Review, especially when faced with our 300
objectione. ‘ :

Derbyshire:s RUTP No. 45 New iille is causing A
confliict between horse riders and PRF Cheshiro Greoup riders
has led the horse riders to request.a Traffic Restriction
Order. Mike Rowley (TRE solicitor) is investigating the
matter and has a thrce point plan for a peaceful solution

to avoid closurec. .i

Yorkshirc Daless Dales National Park asked me +o galliand Ha
discuss several problems, so I spent a day at Grassington |«
on 5th Nov. Ikgin complaint was riders n keeping to the
lawful coursc of green lanes. Farmers ore otscrving and
giving bike numbers to the police. It is 2 fact that most. s
of the¢ tctter, adventurous, wild and challenging trail rides
are in this category with a high risk of conflict of this
kind. We havc becn asked by the farmers and National Pork'
to deal with this problem or Traffic Orders will be imposed.
T suggest woeymarking so that riders can caaikp radll avi tieSs
lawful highway. = keznwhile riders sre asked to restrict
their usc of 'Great Wold and 'Highway' for 6 months to .
enable a plan to be worked out in conjunction with the
farmers and County Council to waymark these lane

s

(g

]
2 e

S e

B

On the 'Cozl woad' sbove Dent the problem ds caused by hé
Pennine Land nover Club who are reported as damaging the

soft surface. They then use wall stones to repair mud holes.
However, in view of our code of conduct and in return fgy
proper co-~operationgthey will apply a ThO with,an excrption -
clausd towallow metorcycles, " “The “key is zood reclatlions,
with fapmerss - Theyrate aldrmed ‘at TForge parties of up o

20 bikes. on ‘green lances' and request particsrof no mor. than
5 or 6. Cam Fell Jioman woad! frem Bainbridge 'to %or?cp,
i.e. from Bardalé Hcad south’ t6 Horton and, to the forc is
only & footpath, ‘and according to the kasen cafe_cioacg to.
all wvchicles oven though it is also an Unclassified County
Load. uiders should no# be @iging' this track; the Park say
that if riders do not head this warning, prosecuticns will
followm, you-must uge the vague high moorlend trocks,

&0 With.aﬁ,exp:ricnned cuide: to avoid going astrgy,” ;
especially on Carlton Moor, Bradley loor and Great Vold.

Will Groups please decicde and let 'mc have your views onﬁmy
report. David Howe (Cumbris TiF) says they do po? Psa_urcat
Wold, thinke Lancashire Group use it mest. Certainly %§§cs
members have complained te me on many occasions of cgnf%lct
on Great Wold: and clg8where. - Dawid,agrces that waymarking
is badly néeded on meny. Dalcs.fracks and. offers: do.helyp ?o
thig mammioth Task. Contrary tao. my. tregignedionl from Dalos
work, I am now. more involyed. than ever!. .Follewins o regusst
for yolunteers for. this ares, one Stevern Horrocks from
Huddérsfiell hzig come forward and spcni . dayihere perusing
all the meny meps.and doctments + kepb, .bo~ the 3rc§t anésy-
ance of my wife, untGer the beld! Stevon knows nothing aaiut
LoW, and we have agrecd not to drop:him into tnc”ﬂeap end
at once, but slowly work his way dnte:thejob and takf'over
from ne in Dales .o matters . in cbout 6-months time. Finally,
the Park did say that °if we co-opgrated they would consider
providing some byways on wcll defincd tracks only in thg
Dales. Clearly we cannot carry on using vague sbracks with
riders, all cover ths. moor. l-recommend a. voluntary restric-
10N o} us¢ on all such tracks until. we can properly waymark
and avoid wandering off. the lawful route.. Steven is willing
to help and, if I have g bike, wme .too,  Howard HJJSWUr?¥.
will help and I suggest a weckend next April/Mﬂy, providing
the National Pork and farmers agree.
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This erisis has been building up for some time 2nd we rwust
co-operate now to sove these lones for the future.
Riding standardss . If yuu see, any. motoreyclists behaving
bacly on green lanes, riding on opet mourlisnd, ptes, I
recommend that they be brought to Justicer to show the

Authorities we intend to elean up our own hvuse. ileport
reg. nos. to the police or, if you wa sty (Dol sdo seol

STATE OF THE NATTON 4T NOVEMBEL 20 OTH, 1979,
(4 grogress repart ¢n byways by Cvunty.)

BEDS - no 8peciol neview planhed; this County Council selis
coples of the DOflnlthu Maps. :
BERKS - a Sk was dated Sept. 1976, no Public Bnguiries held
ypt a fair review.
BUCKS - a SR will be dated.Dec. 197j apgrgx they sell
p0plb~ gt Dbio liaps.
CAMBS =~ Sit dated Morch 1974, no Public SBnquiries held yet,
- -some byways prcevideds
CHESHTHE - SK approx. March 19803 CC sclls Def.vMups;
Wexpeet o total Aoosi e 200" LTS, i
CLEVALAND - SR Map Dec. 1976, 10 byways.
CORNWALL - SR hup Oct 1975, 300 bywoeys - best Co unty in UK.
CUHBNIb - Sit Map 1st Jon. 1976 no rublic Enquiries yet -
due 1980, 60 bywuya, L
DER“YS'— Sk due ‘March 1980, very few expected.
DAVON - only county t5 have completed S map 90 hUPEs
now, 70 bridleways
DOKSET - SR 1973, 1nCumP10tL9 Public Enquiries under WaY,
very few byways,
DUHHAM - Si due Dcec. L K
. SUSSEL - 8RR 19/9, CC sells Def. Iaps
ESSEX =+8i 1971, Public Enquiries still bcing held.
GLOS - No SR yot3 CC sells Def. Haps. :
HANTS - SR due sogn and in consultation otﬂge;'fair minded
Council., ' ;
HEXEFOLHD & WOHCS - SR for hercf,rj was 1973,  Worcs has
no HUPYs at alll
HERTS - SR under ways CC sells Def. Maps.
HUnﬁmanJL - Sk 1971, General Review sosng D of E say they
camnct consider byway Cl”lﬂ“ again - 200 down-
eib bl i 210 :

Sl

KENT - SR map 1970, Public Enquiries abandcned due b0 D
staff. shortages. (No kidding!)
LANCS - SR 19813 CC sells Def. Meps, fow RUD
LEICS ~ SR map due April 1980; CC sells maps
: v 4650 nUPLs.
LINCS = no.Sw planned 4""U“pdjnﬁﬂ' - the most backward CC.

£
&b
=

Pe
J
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50 byways out

N, YORKS - no- plans, 200 lares o1l brlulhwmy, should be KUri.

NOWFOIK = Sk 1979, no~cre to do any work, “apiple RUPPS,
NOWTHANTS - SRk meyp ']968, noE LU mng's held yet (n, kids ingl)
NOUTHUMBERLAND - Sk nep, due. 19815 FTow- B TS,
NOTTS. -~ SR map 197), no b Eng's held yet = due 1980, 320
RUFPTs now 1 byway.
OXON - SR mep 1978, no ¥Pub. Eng's yﬂt fwlr, reascnable
number, of - byways. :
S4LOF - SR 'soon'; were hoqtlle to motorcycles.
SOMELSET - SR map July 178, 95% of adl RUBE s toshe bridle-
ways no. rub. Eng's yet.
S. YORKS - no nlans for a Sis Sheffield area 22 byways, very
fair minded. OO '
STLFFS - SR map 1971, iub. BErg's ‘s till being held, 50 byways,
150 brldlevayb )
SUFFOLK - BR Oct. 1979, ample uUIIy.
SURREY - Sk due april 1980, B 5
WARKS - 8R map Aug. 1977, no Tub. unq S yet CC sells laps.
W. SUSSEX - no information, contact local Ta@ Group or, 0.
W, YORKS - SR map due Dec. 1979, CC sells mans.
WILTS - SE map Nov. 19723 Fub. Eng's still being held; 500
byways, 600 RUii's made bridleway.
W4LES - Please drop me a line.
Figures and dates are approximate.
There is a strong indication that authorities are stoning
all review work until the new Government bill is ansed.

Brian Thomgson, 39 Warren Road, Thorne, Doncaster DN8 5¢¢,
South Yorks hlxe. Tels 0405 (Thorne) 814388,

St S S R TS e

Trail riding remindcr:

Look behind at junctions, on the road as well as on the
trail, to sec if the next man is following. If he ent G,

stop and wait for him.
S B Sl R e e
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LETTERS TO THE ZDITOR ¢
' ' 51 Deerings Road,
Rugby, Warwicks.
Dear Nick, '

rleasc excusc the familiarity, but your mag sounded so
informal I didn't think you'd mind. Firstly, lct me explain
I'm not a member, although I did ride with Pete Plummer some
five years ago in. the carly. days, memorising some of the
lancs in the Northampton arca. I now organisc a.small group
of. very keen riders, about 20 in all, and we Zo out about
six at a time once & month. :

It was on this months run that we decided to give the
Ridgeway a try out and, armed with an QS map, we set off -
in a westerly direction just south of Wantaze. The day
went really great, but there is a real problem you kgow;
caused by a few people 'who insist on riding along this
road at specds which quite honestly are not only a ﬂangcr
to themselves, but a downrisht nuisance to the m%ny walkers
along therc. Not irate rqmblcrs, but camers, hikers,
families out for the lay, etc. Onc'such grouy” sped past
uss they were not cowboys, they had all the goar‘and pretty
expensive bikes - XT 500, CZ Enduro, TL 125 Honda,;lusz i
think, & Triumph Cub and”a coupla™of gthers, %omo 5-miles
further on, going up to Whitc Horse Hlll,’I had a real
mouthful from a. very annoyed walker. Admlttod}y he was a
Coloncl Elimp type, but I'm surc it was the quicker group.
who made him-ses' red - after' all, 6 bikes at speed on a
dry i track putifup a-lot of ! dust which, let's Tacel i, s
not conducive to a-nice ‘day-out.in thc oountry.'

IS THE TRATL RIDER HIS OWlv WORST ENEMY? We won't use
the Ridgeway again in a hurry!

: o Yours, Geoff Hartup.

R X XXX X X %
3 rine Rigg, Loughriggy
Taladmbleside 3050, Ambleside, Cumbria.
Dear Nick,
. 3 & a1 o - e BHENY " ; q

Is therc anyonc intercstcd in a 'geriatrics run around
the easier’ lanes 'in ‘the Lakes? What I had ih mind was a
2nd: ‘'or' 3rd ‘geax, 20 mph-pobble Yound the lanes.

e
We would take a few stops to chat, take photographs,
have a fag, drink a cup of'coffec/tea, criticise one
anothers bikes, etc. Sey next Spring when the leaves are
just appearing on the trees, it's not too hot and the
Lokes country is at its best. It could bc & run where
no-one necd feel embarrassed shout being too slow or
falling off too oftéen - sélfish motives herel Seriously,
anyone interested? If so, plecase contact either me at the
above aﬂdreés/Tcl, no., or our Group Rep. David Howe,
3 Greenfoot, Mealsgate, Carlisle, Cumbria, who also thinks
it is a good ddea.

Please get in touch as soon as vossible: because David
will be planning our runs list & the Werylcar  FutuTe,

best wishes, Tute Desley.

WA ok 2B el st Uiae s

Twin Trees Cottaze,
Grassington, N. Yorks.
Dear Sir,

I spend all my leisure hours on horschback anl have no
objection to motorecycles using sreen lanes also, providing
they are quict and do not race past. . Traid ridens (don't
like the word - too American) should be made aware of the
special problems on horschack compared to riding a motorbike:
1. Horses have no brakes.

2. Stecring is uncertain.

3. No suspension at 2ll.

4. Poor controls via stirrup.and reins.

5. Animnls are easily frightened by sudden noises. 4 horse
bolting is & fear of all riders. ;

6. Horses cannot cope with stecp slopes or deep muds

7. The rider is much hisher off the ground than a motor-
cyclist, and it is a long way to fall if thec horse Grdpsy

8. Renge of 2 horse is less than 30-milcs before it becomes
tired. <

9. Horses often get blamed for danaging soft surface of

 lanes, whon the hoof marks arc actually thosc of cattle.

10. We can all live together with a bit of give and take on

both sidcs.
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11,  Road riding with today's traffic is a nightoare,
especially for a nervous animal. Thus o Eregitern
need to -get ‘on the grecnery.
T Adrian Thorpe.
FooToe okl S peh e e il s N e
THE SCOTTISH SCiNm :

As most members will kiow, the law on Rights: of Wey for
motorcyclists in Scotland remaing vegue and it is possibly
better.to kesp it that way," thoush it is possible that if
we do.not do gomethingy about it, we may lose those
facilities which, whether by right or privilesge, we now
enjoy. On the octher hand , ;azgressively fighting for rishits
could" bring.us. into legal conflict with parties with nore
nower and nmoney behind then than we and, worse, could upset
the good rclations which exist i Scotlend between motor-
cyclists and¢ the vast majority of landowners, their® tenants'
and enmployees, walkers, horsencn and other users of the
countryside.

I have been corresponding with the Land Use Adviser of the
Scottish Landowvmers Federation who soyss "I entirely agree
with you that the rclations between the various types of
user in the ccuntryside in Scotland arc cordial end that we
rust keep thingss that way. Like you, we are not in favour
of formalising arrangenents providing landowners do not
experience {ifficulties with notorcyclists on their land,
hs for as I know, therc is no suzgestion thot they do have’
such problens." He also, of course, says that his renbers
would prefer to have their permission asked in advance, .-

The Secerctary of the Scottish Rights of Way Scciety thinks
that my exposition on Rights of Way on Page 2 of "Somie hill
tracks through the Highlonds" is misleading in that it can
be taken to imply that motorcyelists can ride wherever they
like, whereas even pedestrians do not enjoy Rights of Way
everywhere. He also says that apert from the orrieyairack
oend Amulree-Kenmore, none of the routes I describe are
rizhts of way for vehicles. In this he. is undoubtedly right.
He also refutecs ny contention that the 514 distinction
between a horse-drawn vehicle and o solic horse could he

held to be the same ‘as that botween a notor-vehicle and

& seoie ‘motoreycle.

vpened v Trall riders, perhaps controlled by the issuing
of licences. Ancther subjecct raised (by him) was the
incomparably greater erosion caused by the bulldozed roads
being built through hill and moor by many cstates to get
their high paying foreign 'hunters! within gunshot with
the minimum of physical exertion.

Also discussed was the Countryside Commission for Scotland
which has, predictably, become quite a powerful body and
has no representative of motorcycle interests, although I
tried to persuade motorcycling organisations to apply for
representation ten years ago and I would now strongly urge
the TREF to- apply.

T still heve copies of "Some Hill Tracks through the
Highlands" &and will send onc o anyone who sends ue 25p..
Hugh Davideon, Tigh—na—Coille, Alexandra Terrace, Forres,
Moray, .IV36 ODJ.
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Send‘éon@l&ted form ‘tos “Co¥in Patient, 14 Ryccroft Close,
WU)dl“y, Reading. RGH 3BP,
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MIDNIGHT RIDE - 4 fictional talc by Pete Plummer.

Dack at the club it had secmed like a good idsa to sone.
Anmid the chink of glosscs end the banter of the darts
playcers drifting through from the bar, somecnc had
suggested o midnight trail ride. . Right from the bdginning
I'd been against the idea. Musing over tho light and bitter
I'd said: "It's just not right, the farmcrs won't like it "
4s the wise 0ld treil boss I hhd fblt it my duty to keep
the lads on the straight and narrcw. Anyway, wasn't it ny
club? T was the one who had gst the whole thing off the
ground ‘all thoso years back. They would doos I said. So
what the hell was I dc ing rlulng the Matchless at 20 to 12
towards the first green lanc?

e TR

There was a good 30-milcs »f road before we csuld take to
the rough. The bike was thumping away and it was reassuring,
ut God it was cold. Just pcttering down to the club hadn't

varranted the Belstaff mac and waders and now I was paying
tho penalty.. The icy wind blew straight through the silly
woullen gloves and withuut the ©ld balaclava the cold blast
of eir was giving we a npadﬂohp. That biring ribbon of
Watling Street stretched before ne Riding mechanically T
stared at the pool of light thet 17 s yard in front of
the wheel., My thoughts drifted back to the warnth .f the
clubroom. :

It should never have happened. Only fools and kids would
accept o darc or a crazy challengs, but I had gone back on ,
V”rjthlng I had said, everything I stoed for. In the past
T had ridden a thousand green lancs, so why was I duing this
now? Thinking decper, it just had to be my foult, but why
had I allcwed mysclf to be driven this far? Adnittedly I
told the young bloods of the 0ld days. They'd warmed to Iy
stories of the old Douglas cn the Ridgeway znd >f the belt
drivers chugging up Sunrisc, but times change; it was no
longer pussible ‘to do thusc crazy things that secmed
perfectly ncrmal then. There are two strokes now and
conservationists - wc are supposcdly responsible.

Reading the Blue 'un in the corner, T'd been content to sit
and half listen -to the -y ungsters, but when the midnight
trail ride came up I just had to have my say. It was all
OK and then that cheeky young Frank had quippeds "Toke no’
notice ‘of the old fella, HeVs ‘past itV'"" That réally hurt,
it hurt su much it was nore like o physical pain. I'd sat
there f2r a pinute taklng in ‘short, 'sharp brcaths; and" then
sone thing snﬂppcd Why, the cheeky young begger. I had
ridden nore green lanes than they'd hod hot dinncrs.
Struggling to my feet as quickly as my cutsize frame would
allow, I dewned the last of my pint, stuffed the Blue 'un
down my jacket and stormed out intc the night.

I almost overshnot the first green 1ﬁnc. Nuribed by the long
cold ride therc was cnly a sccond %5 sncp tha"throttle shut
end drag at the bars. All ny weight was ~n the brake, but

the heavy Ilj'hbulm hardly slowed the bif’ at’al1l,.” We were

bL;J__LJ. ) _LiltJ T AT Er A ) LLLE «
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The rigid back end kicked up and I remember the chain
gnashing against the cose. In scconds T wag hot.and .
sticky, very nmuch awske. Experience told me. to takae it
€asy, tu kcep the speed duwn and relax, but I was t o
wound up. 4t just above tickover the lights were alrost
non-existant. For waecks; I'd, besen HOQﬂLﬂg to. top up the
battery - how I wish I'd d)nﬂ it. Going down twe gears
brought the revs up, but that light was h rdly better.,
Only menury told we . f the gatc chead:

"Ah, there it is" I seid aloud. Pulling the bike up on to
the rear stand I went cver t: the o0ld wooden gate and began
the struggle with the twine. Freezing fingers attacked the
knots and then I turned back t> the Matchless. Darn and
blast. The bike was on its side.  That stand had dug into
the soft earth and the bike was over. The ‘reek of petrol
was on the air.  Annoyed beyond measure I tried t: 1ift
that old machine. Once a friend, it becare Jas can
unwieldy lump «f metal, Going down on vy knees I saw the
bars were buried in the earth. Frantically I scraped the
soil ‘away, it clinging o thase pathetic wacllen gloves.
Just about all dn, 0 pushed and drugngu the cantankerosus
old beast on to fimer ground. !

Temnper was up and T was riding the bike with a ficrce
deterrination more suited to the daylight hours. Belancing
on the rests, the big machine was bucking on the hard and
unforgiving lanc. 4s the track swung away between the trees
I knew it would be darker even with the moon coning up, but
I never eased the grip fur an instant.  In ‘third and doing
A0 we sped on, but it wes fast, much too fast. "ihM = ti 3
late., Theé wheel hit sunething hard. The pain, the pain
was terrible and then it all began o drift away - to
nothing. i

A month later Ly rescuer turned up bt:our ey efad LT
knew it was hin, although T ha d never nct the T e Yot
see, they had said o large red-faced farmer with an old
~brown and white dog had taken nme to the cottage hospital.
It just had to be hinm - there could never be two of that
type, or. two identical dogs, for that matier. On the night
he didn't come into the bar, but Roger and Fred were

4 ,l_“
sunnoned outelde.

S o

1t was strange - nobody cver wantcd $o telk to the treasurcr
LU EeCre ey ho et et ] thcy cver did wmaes selll dbe sedd
golflec iicket, Stending and caging forward towards the
door, I tricd to listen to thc conversetion. It was
difficult, the door was shut, but the merest snetch of
conversation was enough. "But it's 2 lot of money", 'How
gon I be expected %0 pay", "It's just a sport to you."

I was back in my chair when Roger and Fred core through the
doorway. Throwing me, & ncaningful glanco, rred said: "The
01d boy is Pight upset." Rogor chimed ine "bameon. 1ot a
gate openy we've a vet's bill to pay."  He centintied "Right
ade, We'lll have a whip-round."  VWh 1t cane~to ny

turn I plhcoo a crigp. 40f=d. notcoints AdG

Looking again. @t the recaptacliithat held money
heart pissed abeat. 86 that's whors 147 [ thought
L 'logt it on the lane that nisght.  How :ODQ

cgognise my own gregsy cap?

cdrs since that
ay for a new lightweig

and lights., Not that T Tice much 1y of
course; I content nyself wita potter down to ulub ights,

S,

This time of year thotgh, I“now grite enjodt..  With & whisgky
or two U111 sik. by dle fave and tell the young rcubs. of my

days on the Dou<1’" amds the"things T've, 010 then a0l
efore. Ygs, it is good looking back, but no-onc
alks of theyni@niehbiitrail tride.
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>k
>k
sk
=
it
=3
s

The Ridgeway is being threatencd by a traffic restriction

order. The Countrysids Commissi-sn is considering apylying
for an order covering the entire length of tnu Ridgey

this would nmean that the only fraffiec allowed o use
that which 28 hhe csurface e, ”g’7pU1thql Ve

' taras.  The cars which
SHe S arvine rosdel i o)

park on th;_.f

booven kunow whata el dis
111 ride his untaxed, LASUT
Thet one s Who' will suffar will
Tl midare s ihs ple who stop for lorses,

i e quict bikes and ruupbct th ooun;rysjao
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The TRF will have to makc a stand scgainst this move which
fhe Countrysidc Commissisn is P“klgg

.1nat geiose
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ALDVERTISEWENTS (Pree to mewmbers)

recormend=tions of the Green Lon. Studs
will try Co keep you posted on developris
up bsing wery costly.’ 1If you want to obj e
please writc tos Godfrey Phillips, Countryside Corrid
John Dowcr House, Cheltcnhen, Glos.

£ FOR S4Lis

Sgior,

Noxt Hxec, Cohmittee Mestings 1.30 p.m. on Saturdey, 19th FOR SLIRs
Jenuary, 1980, at the King George V Memorial Hall, Strat-

ford Road, lockley Hcath, Solihull, West Midlands.

IRF Goodicss Car window stickers - 20p. coch (stickers

are 8" long, so plcasc send suiteble SLB) from Nick Walker -
address below. Cheag ags/Pu's nadc out to IRF.

TRF stickers (green/black with yellow TR¥) 20p. each and
S4B from Howord Wadsworth, 7 Hamuond Road, Knottingley,
Yorkshirec.

TRF cmbroifered cloth badges - 50p. and Siid from like Kirby,
11 Hazel Grove, Hockley ﬂ'ﬁthg Solihull, West Midlands.

FOR SA i3

Posters, nembership forms snd any infornmation frowm Truce FOR SLIE:
Roberts =gdiress below T i
Higl v Ll
7 % * e iy e ST T SRR TOR b_lLI_E_:s

&DITOR & DISTRIBUTOR

Nick Wzlker, Bruce Roberts,

13 Central Avenue, 36 Rosemary Drive,

Hounslow, . Bromham, Beds.

Middx., T3 2QJ. Pelnn02502131594

(O?kluy)

L IRSHTP SECRATARY  (For rencwing rembership, address

changces, vuo.)
Colin Patient.

14 Ryecroft Close,

Toodley,

Reading,

Derks.
Tels

RG5 3BP.
Reading 696783.
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Yamaha XT 500, 'S' reg'd, 6,500-milecs, Petty’
mudguards, lightweight exhaust, YZ air forks,
easEshooks.  Very tidy nochine. 2500, 0.1¢0s

Nick Ferraby, tels Grecn Hemmerton 30729.
ihis treilfbike st the

Suzuki TS 185 ERN,.

actual machine tested in 'Bike! nogazine's
Decenber issuc. 2%-months old, eleetric
blue, showroon condition. Reason for sale -
going Stateside. Prices £525. ovno. liay
consider part-cxchange. C. S. Hunter, '
203 Hollinsend Road, Glecadlcss, Sheffigld
ShZiZb e s 0742 655526,

Suzuki SP 370 petrol tank, silver, brand new,

unuseds £18. P, /ildsmith, 5 Meynell Close,
Bastleigh, Hants.,  Tels mwstl sigh 617582,
Honda A1) 250 8, July 1978. 3,000-miles,

condition exccllents £580.
Phonc David Collard on 01-937 6349, -

Silk 700 S, black, twin disc, wire whesls,
only 35,000-miles from new., An immaculate
example of the ultimote on two wheolss
£1,600. Ring Gisburn 522 (Lancs) - Russell
Sraham
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